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Introduction
D e b t  m a n a g e m e n t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  t o o l s  i n  I s l a m i c

p r o p e r t y  m a n a g e m e n t .  D e b t  o f  t h e  d e c e a s e d

m u s t  b e  s e t t l e d  f i r s t  b e f o r e  t h e  w i l l  a n d  f a r a i d

m a t t e r s  a r e  i m p l e m e n t e d .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  a l l  t h e

‘ u l a m a  h a v e  a g r e e d  t h a t  d e b t s  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n

p r i o r i t y  b e f o r e  w i l l s  a n d  f a r a i d  ( J u s o h ,  A w a n g  &

Y u s o f f ,  2 0 1 1 ) .  I s l a m  i s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  r e l i g i o n

t h a t  c o v e r s  a l l  a s p e c t s  i n  p r o v i d i n g  l a w  a n d

g u i d a n c e  w i t h  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g

m a t t e r s  i n v o l v i n g  d e b t s .  



Definition of Debt
F R O M  A N  E T Y M O L O G I C A L  P O I N T  O F  V I E W ,  D E B T  O R  A L - Q A R D  M E A N S  C U T .  D E B T  I S

A L S O  D E F I N E D  A S  L O A N S  A N D  P R I C E S  O F  G O O D S .  I N  T H I S  C O N T E X T ,  D E B T  I S
C O N S I D E R E D  A S  F U T U R E  L I A B I L I T Y  I N C U R R E D  O N  A  P E R S O N  E I T H E R  I N  T H E  F O R M  O F

M O N E Y  O R  O T H E R S .  I N  T E R M S  O F  T E R M I N O L O G Y ,  D E B T  R E F E R S  T O  T H E  G R A N T I N G
O F  M I T H L Y  P R O P E R T Y  B Y  A N  I N D I V I D U A L  T O  A N O T H E R  I N D I V I D U A L  W I T H  T H E

I N T E N T I O N  T H A T  T H E  I N D I V I D U A L  W I L L  R E P A Y  I T  ( Z A K A R I A  E T  A L . ,  2 0 1 2 ) .  

Based on Islamic perspective, debt is classified as one of the contracts in Islamic muamalah
affairs that is required and seen as a practice of helping which is highly organized by Islam as
long as it follows the Islamic path (Alidaniah, Ahmad & Noor, 2015). Tahir and Ahmad (2009)
used the terms ‘al-qard’, ‘al-dayn’ and ‘al-i`arah’ to explain the concept of debt and loan. In

essence, these three terms support the meaning of debt but there is a slight difference in the
definition of al-qard of which debt not involving the exchange of trading and requires the

return of other goods of similar or equal value (Tahir & Ahmad, 2009).



T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  d e b t  a n a l y s i s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  b a s e d  o n
t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  T a s a w u r .  T h e  b a s i c  e l e m e n t s  o f
T a s a w u r  a r e  f o r m e d  f r o m  t h r e e  f a c t o r s ,  n a m e l y  A l l a h
S W T  a s  t h e  c r e a t o r ,  m a n  a s  a  c r e a t u r e  a n d  t h e  u n i v e r s e
a s  a  c r e a t u r e  ( H a n a p i ,  2 0 1 4 ) .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  A l - Z y a n
( 1 9 8 2 :  1 1 - 1 2 )  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h a t  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  T a s a w u r
i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  A l l a h  S W T ,  t h e
c o n c e p t  o f  a d - d i n  ( r e l i g i o n )  w h i c h  i s  i n s e p a r a b l e  f r o m
l i f e  a n d  b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  m a t e r i a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  a s p e c t s
( H a n a p i ,  2 0 1 4 :  1 3 ) .  T a s a w u r  i s  f o r m e d  f r o m  I s l a m i c
e p i s t e m o l o g y  w h i c h  u s e s  t h e  Q u r a n ,  H a d i t h ,  I j m a k  a n d
Q i y a s  a s  s o u r c e s  o f  r e f e r e n c e s

Concept of
Debt based on
Tasawur

Islam has given the obligation in debt, focusing on those who really need it but not for lavish
expenses. In the Quran, the obligation of debt has been mentioned in Al-Baqarah verse 282, which
means: 

“Believers! Whenever you contract a debt from one another for a known term, commit it to writing.
Let a scribe write it down between you justly, and the scribe may not refuse to write it down

according to what Allah has taught him; so let him write, and let the debtor dictate; and let him fear
Allah, his Lord, and curtail no part of it.



Debtors
B a s e d  o n  t h e  d e b t  c o n c e p t  i n
T a s a w u r ,  t h o s e  w h o  s h o u l d  b e
i n  d e b t  a r e  k n o w n  a s  A l -
G h a r i m i  ( a l - Q a r d a w i ,  2 0 0 2 ) .
A l - G h a r i m i n  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o
t w o  t y p e s ,  n a m e l y  i n d e b t e d
p e r s o n  f o r  o w n  n e e d s  a n d
i n d e b t e d  p e r s o n  f o r  h e l p i n g
t h o s e  i n  d i s t r e s s  a n d
d e s p e r a t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o
I m a m  a l - S y a t i b i ,  e v e r y
i n d i v i d u a l  s h o u l d  t a k e  c a r e  o f
l i f e ,  r e l i g i o n ,  i n t e l l e c t ,
p r o p e r t y  a n d  l i n e a g e  ( R a z a k  &
D a l i ,  2 0 1 2 ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e
i n d e b t e d  i n d i v i d u a l  m u s t  n o t
o w n  p r o p e r t y  a t  a  s u f f i c i e n t
r a t e  ( k i f a y a h  l i m i t ) .

T h e  b a s i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s  t a k e n
i n t o  a c c o u n t  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g
t h e  k i f a y a h  l i m i t  c o v e r s
s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e
t h e  S e l a n g o r  Z a k a t  B o a r d
t a k e s  i n t o  a c c o u n t  s i x
a s p e c t s ,  s u c h  a s  p r o t e c t i o n ,
f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g ,  m e d i c i n e ,
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .
T h i s  a l s o  m e a n s  t h a t  b o r r o w e r s
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  H i g h e r
E d u c a t i o n  F u n d  L o a n  ( P T P T N )
h a v i n g  n o  s o u r c e  o f  f u n d s  t o
s e t t l e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n  l o a n s
c a n  b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  a l -
G h a r i m i n  g r o u p  ( T a h i r  &  Y u s o f ,
2 0 1 4 ) .  I t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h o s e
w h o  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  b e  i n  d e b t
a r e  t h o s e  w h o  b e a r  b u r d e n ,
p o o r  a n d  a f f e c t e d  b y  d i s a s t e r s
w h i c h  c o u l d  h e l p  t h e m
s u r v i v i n g  ( R a h i m ,  S u l a i m a n  &
R a z z a k ,  2 0 1 2 ) .



Purpose of Debtors and Creditors 
T h e  a b o v e  h a d i t h  c l e a r l y  d e s c r i b e s  t h e

a d v a n t a g e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  c a n  r e l i e v e  t h e
h a r d s h i p s  o f  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  b y  g i v i n g  d e b t s ,

a n d  c r e d i t o r s  s h o u l d  e n s u r e  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e
d e b t o r  m u s t  n o t  b e  c o n t r a r y  t o  I s l a m i c  l a w .  T h e

l a w  o f  g i v i n g  d e b t s  t o  t h e  d e b t o r s  w i l l  b e
m a k r u h  i f  t h e  d e b t s  g i v e n  a r e  f o r  l a v i s h  l i f e

( R a h i m ,  S u l a i m a n  &  R a z z a k ,  2 0 1 2 ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,
t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p e r f o r m i n g  a  d e b t  c o n t r a c t  m u s t

b e  i n  l i n e  w i t h  I s l a m i c  l a w .  T h e r e f o r e ,  d e b t
s h o u l d  m e e t  t h e  n e e d s  o f  l i f e  i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e

d e m a n d s  o f  A l l a h  S W T ,  a n d  d e b t  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e
t o  a i d  o t h e r s  a c h i e v e  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  A l l a h  S W T .
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  b o r r o w i n g  a n d  g i v i n g

d e b t s  s h o u l d  b e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
m a q a s i d  s y a r i a h ,  n a m e l y  d i n  ( r e l i g i o n ) ,  n a f s

( s o u l ) ,  n a s l  ( l i n e a g e ) ,  m a l  ( p r o p e r t y )  a n d  a q l
( i n t e l l e c t ) .

F r o m  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  h u m a n
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  A l l a h  S W T
( h a b l u m i n a l l a h ) ,  c r e d i t o r s
s h o u l d  e a s e  t h e  b u r d e n  o f
i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  a r e  i n  n e e d
a n d  m u s t  n o t  t a k e
a d v a n t a g e  o n  t h e
d i f f i c u l t i e s  f a c e d  b y  t h e
d e b t o r s  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f
s e e k i n g  s p e c i a l  r e w a r d
f r o m  A l l a h  S W T .  T h i s  i s  i n
l i n e  w i t h  t h e  m a i n  p r i n c i p l e
o f  t h e  d e b t  c o n c e p t  i n
I s l a m ,  w h i c h  i s  t a ’ a w u n
( h e l p i n g )  f e l l o w  i n d i v i d u a l s
w h o  a r e  i n  t r o u b l e
( S u l a i m a n ,  2 0 1 1 ) .



Obligation on Paying off Debts 
The obligation to pay off debts involves the relationships between God and human
(habluminnallah) and human and human and natural resources (habluminannas). In Islam, debt
repayment is compulsory and it is the responsibility of the debtor to pay off his debt according
to a predetermined period. If the debtor fails to pay off the debt, it will lead to hatred and
humiliation and thus affect society if good relationship among human is not maintained due to
debt. A moralize debtor will always keep his promise as such attitude is one of the traits of
siddiq (true). In fact, Islam requires the heir of the debtor to pay off the debtor's debt if the
debtor passed away. Hence, it is crucial to pay off debt while still alive.

Furthermore, the debtor who dies before paying off his debt during his
lifetime, the debt must be settled using the property he left before
distributing it to his heirs. Rasulullah SAW always keeps his promise while
paying off his debts and never once postponed payment since before he
was appointed as the Messenger. According to the above sentence, Allah
SWT stated that, if the creditors donate all or half of his/her debts it is
much better to know that a big reward will be gained to the creditors. 



The Principle of Consumerism in
Islam

T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  i s  s t r e s s e d  o n
t h e  c l e a n ,  p u r i f y i n g  o f
p r o d u c t  u s a g e ,  g o o d ,  u s a b l e
a n d  c a n  b e  e a t e n  ( i f  t h e r e  i s
f o o d ) .  T h e  n o n - h a l a l ,  d i r t y ,
m i x e d  w i t h  e x c r e m e n t ,  b a d  o r
s t i n k  w i t h  s t a l e  a r e
c a t e g o r i z e d  a s  a  d a n g e r o u s
p r o d u c t s  a n d  c a n n o t  b e  u s e d
o r  e a t e n .  G o l d  a n d  s i l k  a r e
a l s o  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  b e  w o r n
b y  m e n .  G o l d  a n d  s i l v e r  a l s o
c a n n o t  b e  u s e d  a s  a  f o o d
c o n t a i n e r .

T R U T H  O R  R I G H T
C L E A N L I N E S S  O R

P U R I F Y I N G

T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e
c o n s u m e r i s m  m u s t  g e t  t h e  b l e s s
f r o m  A l l a h  S W T  a i n  ( z a t ) ,  i s  t h e
w a y  o r  r e a s o n  o f  t h a t
c o n s u m e r i s m .  S a m e  g o e s  t o  h a l a l
p r o d u c t  w i l l  b e  n o n - h a l a l  i f  t h e
u s a g e  o f  t h a t  p r o d u c t  i s
c o n t r a d i c t  f r o m  t h e  s y a r a k  a n d
n o t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  t o  A l l a h  S W T
b e c a u s e  t h e  u s a g e  o f  t h a t
p r o d u c t  i s  n o t  b a s e d  o n  t h e
r i g h t .  T h e  m a i n  r e a s o n  i s  t r u t h  o r
r i g h t  o n l y  f o r  t h e  G o d  o f  A l l a h
S W T .



The Principle of Consumerism in
Islam

T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  i s
s t r e s s e d  o n  t h e
m o d e r a t i o n  o f  u s a g e
a n d  e x p e n s e s  a n d  n o t
b e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  a n d
c a n  m a n a g e  t h e  n e e d s .
T h e  u s a g e  o f
o v e r w h e l m i n g  i s  n o t  a
g o o d  b e h a v i o u r  a n d  i t
r e f e r  t o  i s r a f
( e x t r a v a g a n t )  a n d
t a b t h i r .

T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  i s
s t r e s s e d  o n  t h e  g i f t
f r o m  t h e  G o d  w h i c h  i s
A l l a h  S W T  w h i c h  i s  h a l a l
o f  t h e  p r o d u c t  u s a g e
a n d  i t  i s  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e
s o c i e t y .  T h e  u s a g e  o f
n o n - h a l a l  p r o d u c t s  i s
a l l o w e d  f o r  d h a r u r a t  ( i f
t h e r e  i s  t h r e a t e n  o f  o u r
l i f e )  b u t  m u s t  n o t  t o o
o u t r a g e o u s .

M O D E R A T I O N
B E N E F I T S

S P I R I T U A L  A N D  M O R A L

T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  i s  s t r e s s e d
o n  t h e  e t h i c s  c o n c e p t s ,
p o l i t e n e s s  a n d  h a v e  a
g o o d  b e h a v i o u r  b y
e x c l u d i n g  t h e  b a d
m a n n e r s .  E v e r y  p e r s o n
m u s t  a l w a y s  b e  t h a n k f u l
t o  t h e  G o d ,  z i k r  a n d
t h i n k  b e f o r e  u s e
s o m e t h i n g  a n d  a l w a y s
b e  p a t i e n c e  i n  u s i n g  t h e
p r o d u c t s .  



The Concept of
Debt in Islam A debt is one of the functions need to

implemented in economy. The allocation and
pattern of the expenses of is influence by the
types of products and the power of buying by
consumers. The importance of debt in social
and economy is needed by Islam. Rationally,
this principle is applied in Islam as a debt is
not to be used as an issue and spread by the
Muslim itself. In the concept of Islam
consumerism, it forms and follows by the
‘tasawur’ that depends on the epistemology in
using of Al-Quran, Hadith, Lima’ Ulama and
Qias as a references.



Needs and Purposes of Creditors and
Debtors O t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  d e b t  i n  I s l a m

c o n s u m e r i s m  a l s o  l o o k  a t  t o  t h e  n e e d  a n d
p u r p o s e  o f  d e b t o r s  a n d  c r e d i t o r s .  A l l  t h e
i n t e n t i o n  m u s t  v i a  A l l a h  S W T .  T h e  n e e d  a n d
p u r p o s e  o f  d e b t o r s  a n d  c r e d i t o r s  m u s t  b e  u n d e r
t h e  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  u s a g e .  T h e  p r i n c i p l e
m u s t  b e  u n d e r  I s l a m  m e a s u r e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e
c r e d i t o r s  g i v e  a  d e b t  t o  p u t  t h e  t r u s t  o f
h e r e a f t e r .  W i t h  t h e  m e a s u r e m e n t  t h e  d a y  o f
h e r e a f t e r ,  t h e  c r e d i t o r s  w i l l  g i v e  d e b t s  n o t  o n l y
f o r  r e w a r d s  t o  t h e  d e b t o r s  b u t  g i v e  d e b t s  w i t h
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t a ’ a w u n  t o  g e t  t h e  r e w a r d s  f r o m
A l l a h  S W T .  I n  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  t h e  c r e d i t o r s  n e e d  a
d e b t ,  m u s t  b e  r e a s o n e d  t o  g e t  t h e  p r o d u c t s  w i t h
t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  A l l a h  S W T .  T h e  p u r e / g o o d
p r o d u c t s  m u s t  g i v e  b e n e f i t s  t o  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  t o
t h e  s o c i e t y .  
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The behaviour of creditors and debtors 
T h e  b e h a v i o u r  o f  c r e d i t o r s  a n d  d e b t o r s
m u s t  f o l l o w  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s o u l  a n d
m o r a  u n d e r  t h e  u s a g e  m e a s u r e m e n t
p r i n c i p l e .  T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  n e e d s  t o
c u l t i v a t e  c r e d i t o r s  a n d  d e b t o r s  t o  b e
g r a t e f u l  w i t h  t h e  g r a c e  b u t  m u s t  t h i n k
a l s o  t o  t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  n o t
h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  f r o m  A l l a h  S W T .  E v e r y
u s a g e  b u t  m e n t i o n  t h e  n a m e  o f  A l l a h
S W T .  B e f o r e  b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  u s a g e  t h e
i n d i v i d u a l  m u s t  h a v e  a  p a t i e n c e  w i t h
t h e  g i f t e d  f r o m  A l l a h  S W T .  T h e  r a v e n o u s
i s  n o t  a l l o w e d  i n  I s l a m .  A l l  t h e  u s a g e
t h a t  r e c e i v e s  f r o m  t h e  d e b t s  m u s t
s y n c h r o n i z e  w i t h  t h e  v a l u e  o f
s p i r i t u a l i t y  a n d  m o r a l .  



The Framework of
Debt Concept in
Islam Consumerism

A C C O R D I N G  T O  T H E  A N A L Y S I S ,  T H E  P R I N C I P L E
O F  D E B T S  A N D  T H E  P R I N C I P L E  O F  U S A G E
I S L A M ,  O N E  C O N C E P T  I N  I S L A M  U S A G E  C A N  B E
D E V E L O P E D  A N D  S H O W E D  V I A  F I G U R E  5 . 1  A S
B E L O W :



Conclusion
Based on the Muslim consumer’s behaviour that consist of the above matter, the

Muslim consumer need to know how to develop the consumer’s behaviour. They need
to know how to allocate the income with the knowledge of economy consumerism. This

is because, in the conventional economy, the concept of buying is depending on the
choices with the maximum satisfaction. Hence, the value of products and services in the

principle of economy in Islam, is based on the target of the individual that aim for al-
falah, devotion or the responsibility as a khalifah. From this approach, the principle of
consumerism of economy in Islam aid the society and government to overcome the

unhealthy consumerism and unbalanced of expenses. This is good as a guidance to the
Muslim as a worship to Allah SWT toward the usage of daily products and services.

Therefore, the debt problems among household consumer can be solved if the concept
of Islam consumerism is practiced by the Muslim.
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